1/1/25, 6:56 PM Manifestation of Self Realization in Raja Rao's The Serpent and the Rope | Vidhyayana - An International Multidisciplinary Pee...

Manifestation of Self
Realization in Raja Rao’s
The Serpent and the Rope

Home / Archives / Vol.5 No. 4 (2020): Volume 5, Issue 4, February 2020 / Research Papers

Manifestation of Self Realization in Raja Rao's The Serpent
and the Rope

Ashok Khuman

Keywords:

Self-realization, Jnana, Karma, Bhakti, Philosophy, Spiritual, Absolute, Advaita, Buddhism,
Metaphysical

https://www.vidhyayanaejournal.org/journal/article/view/336 1/5


https://www.vidhyayanaejournal.org/journal/index
https://www.vidhyayanaejournal.org/journal/issue/archive
https://www.vidhyayanaejournal.org/journal/issue/view/v5i4

1/1/25, 6:56 PM Manifestation of Self Realization in Raja Rao's The Serpent and the Rope | Vidhyayana - An International Multidisciplinary Pee...

Raja Rao is one of the three founding pillars of Indian writing in English, along with R. K.
Narayan and Mulk Raj Anand. Rao"s oeuvre was distinct from his contemporaries because he
attempted incorporate Indian metaphysics and philosophy into his fictional work. Raja Rao"s
second magnum opus The Serpent and Rope, the Sahitya Akadamy Award winning novel,
appeared in 1960. It is very complex and may-sided novel. The narrative closely mirrors Rao"s
own life. It has an autobiographic quality, the protagonist Ramaswamy, a young Hindu Brahmin
narrates his own tragic triangle love story. The novel is too philosophic that it has become
complex. There are lines very difficult to get meaning out of it at first reading. For instance two
very important phrases: “Waves are nothing but water. So is the see” and “Meaning is
meaningful to meaning” these prove how brilliantly and intellectually Rao has chosen his
diction. The quest for the ultimate reality is a metaphysical quest, and it forms the heart of the
novel. Rama constantly reasons about such metaphysical verities as illusion and reality. He
exposes the significance of the journey towards self-realization. Thus, the world is the illusion
and the self is the truth. Once the truth is known then sorrows and miseries do not affect the
man.

Downloads
Download data is not yet available.

References
Alterno, Letizia. Raja Rao: An Introduction. Cambridge UP, 2011.

Dey, Esha. The Novels of Raja Rao: The Theme of Quest. Prestige Books, in association with the

Indian Society for Commonwealth Studies, 1992.

lyengar, K. R. Srinivasa. Indian Writing in English. Sterling Publishers Pvt. Ltd., 1962.
Naik, M. K. A History of Indian English Literature. Sahitya Akademi, 1992.
Nikhilananda, Swami. Self Knowledge. Sri Ramkrishna Math, 1947.

Pandey, Rakesh Kumar. Raja Rao: A Critical Study. ASR Publications, 2013.
Paranjape, Makarand. The Best of Raja Rao. Katha, 1998.

Rao, Raja. The Serpent and the Rope. Orient Paperbacks, 1960.

Tripathi, J. P. Raja Rao: The Fictionist. B. R. Publishing Corporation, 2003.

https://www.vidhyayanaejournal.org/journal/article/view/336 2/5



1/1/25, 6:56 PM Manifestation of Self Realization in Raja Rao's The Serpent and the Rope | Vidhyayana - An International Multidisciplinary Pee...

ISSN: 2454-8596
AN INTERNATIONAL MULTIDISCIPLINARY PEER-REVIEWED E-JOURNAL

VIDHYAYANA

Volume 5, Issue 4, February 2020

@ PDF

Published
10-02-2020

How to Cite
Ashok Khuman. (2020). Manifestation of Self Realization in Raja Rao's The Serpent and the Rope. Vidhyayana - An

International Multidisciplinary Peer-Reviewed E-Journal - ISSN 2454-8596, 5(4). Retrieved from
https://www.vidhyayanaejournal.org/journal/article/view/336

More Citation Formats

https://www.vidhyayanaejournal.org/journal/article/view/336 3/5


https://www.vidhyayanaejournal.org/journal/issue/view/v5i4
https://www.vidhyayanaejournal.org/journal/article/view/336/342

1/1/25, 6:56 PM Manifestation of Self Realization in Raja Rao's The Serpent and the Rope | Vidhyayana - An International Multidisciplinary Pee...

Section
Research Papers

Most read articles by the same author(s)

e Ashok Khuman, A Study of Raja Rao's Comrade Kirillov in the Light of Vedant Philosophy ,
Vidhyayana - An International Multidisciplinary Peer-Reviewed E-Journal - ISSN 2454-8596:
Vol. 6 No. 6 (2021): Conference Proceeding - Volume 6, Issue 6, June 2021

e Ashok Khuman, Manifestation of Bhakti Yoga in Raja Rao's The Cat and Shakespeare ,
Vidhyayana - An International Multidisciplinary Peer-Reviewed E-Journal - ISSN 2454-8596:
Vol. 5 No. 6 (2020): Volume 5, Issue 6, June 2020

e Ashok Khuman, Reflection of Buddhist Philosophy in Raja Rao's The Chessmaster and His
Moves , Vidhyayana - An International Multidisciplinary Peer-Reviewed E-Journal - ISSN 2454-
8596: Vol. 5 No. 1 (2019): Volume 5, Issue 1, August 2019

Similar Articles

e Ashok Khuman, Manifestation of Bhakti Yoga in Raja Rao's The Cat and Shakespeare ,
Vidhyayana - An International Multidisciplinary Peer-Reviewed E-Journal - ISSN 2454-8596:
Vol. 5 No. 6 (2020): Volume 5, Issue 6, June 2020

You may also start an advanced similarity search for this article.

https://www.vidhyayanaejournal.org/journal/article/view/336 4/5


https://www.vidhyayanaejournal.org/journal/issue/view/v5i4
https://www.vidhyayanaejournal.org/journal/article/view/11
https://www.vidhyayanaejournal.org/journal/issue/view/v6si6
https://www.vidhyayanaejournal.org/journal/article/view/337
https://www.vidhyayanaejournal.org/journal/issue/view/v5i6
https://www.vidhyayanaejournal.org/journal/article/view/335
https://www.vidhyayanaejournal.org/journal/issue/view/v5i1
https://www.vidhyayanaejournal.org/journal/article/view/337
https://www.vidhyayanaejournal.org/journal/issue/view/v5i6
https://www.vidhyayanaejournal.org/journal/search/search?query=Self-realization%20Jnana%20Karma%20Bhakti%20Philosophy%20Spiritual%20Absolute%20Advaita%20Buddhism%20Metaphysical

1/1/25, 6:56 PM Manifestation of Self Realization in Raja Rao's The Serpent and the Rope | Vidhyayana - An International Multidisciplinary Pee...

Vidhyayana by Vedant Knowledge Systems Private Limited

Indexed in:

DIRECTORY
OF OPEN ACCESS
SCHOLARLY
RESOURCES

Vidhyayana © 2024 by Vedant Knowledge Systems Private Limited is licensed under CC BY 4.0 @

®

by Vedant Knowledge Systems Private Limited

https://www.vidhyayanaejournal.org/journal/article/view/336 5/5


https://myvedant.com/
https://scholar.google.co.in/scholar?q=ISSN+2454-8596&hl=en&as_sdt=0&as_vis=1&oi=scholart
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2454-8596
https://vidhyayanaejournal.org/
https://vidhyayanaejournal.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/?ref=chooser-v1
https://myvedant.com/

